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Cross & Crownicle 

Shari ng God’s  Love  and Promise  of  

Salvation  Thr ough C hris t  

New Beginnings! 
What a fantastic few weeks I’ve had, moving into the office, getting acquainted with 
office staff and learning new names and faces at meetings and on Sunday mornings. All 
this newness! It’s exciting but it can sometimes feel overwhelming. I’ve noticed a few 
things about Cross and Crown already since coming here. This is a wonderfully warm 
and hospitable congregation. No one has hesitated to introduce themselves, shake my 
hand or even hug me! There is space for my new ideas and ministry. Pastor Marilyn did 
a really great job of helping clean out the old and make way for the next pastor. She should really be commended 
for the fine work she did here at Cross and Crown. The council and staff have also been tremendously willing to 
adapt to a new vision. All this tells me that the Holy Spirit is moving here and getting us ready for what’s next.  

Remember your first day of school as a child? Each year you got a new outfit pulled together. Maybe your mom or 
dad bought you a new backpack. Your hair was combed just right and pictures were taken. (And posted on Face-
book or Instagram these days. #firstdayofschool) When the big day came you were jumping out of your skin with 
excitement to get on that big yellow school bus or walk through those classroom doors. As a child we experience 
that day one way, with eagerness and excitement. As a parent we might experience other emotions: trepidation or 
sadness.  

I remember taking my oldest son to his first day of Kindergarten. The playground buzzed with the noise of all the 
kids. Parents, kids and teachers were everywhere. How in the chaos of all this mess would my goofy little 6-year-
old make his way? In fact, later that morning I got a call from the school. Uh oh! I felt my heart rate go up as I an-
swered the phone. “Mrs. Vaughan, just wanted you to know that Tate fell down on the playground at recess. He’s 
ok. Just got a skinned knee.” Oh boy was I relieved. He survived that first day of school, skinned knee and all.  

I wonder how the disciples felt on the day Jesus ascended into heaven. I’m sure they were nervous and excited. 
Jesus was commending a new ministry to them. In Acts chapter 1 the disciples nervously ask Jesus, "Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" Jesus’ answer is that they don’t get to know that infor-
mation yet. That must have been frustrating! But then Jesus tells them, “you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” The huge responsibility they have been entrusted with comes with a promise: the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  

We share in the promise. Ministry at Cross and Crown, or anywhere on earth, is not 
done alone. It is done by Jesus Christ working through us and the Holy Spirit breath-
ing life into us on a daily basis. We are the disciples being sent out. Sometimes that 
mission makes us nervous, especially when it’s new. But Jesus works through us and 
empowers us with the Holy Spirit.  

There will be more firsts. First holidays, first moments of trial and grief. But now we 
are on this journey together. I pray that the Holy Spirit and our Savior Jesus continue 
to bless us on the journey.  

Pastor Megan Vaughan  
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PRELUDE - A BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN 

How about gathering with other women of faith for a Bible Study as a prelude, a be-

ginning to your day? 
 

If this sounds like something you’d be interested in, we’ll be meeting next on 

Thursday, October 20th from 9:30 – 10:45 AM in the church library.  We’ll start 

the morning with a cup of coffee and a healthy treat and then dive into our study. 
 

The “Gather” magazine, a publication of Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, is available for all those who participate.  This magazine offers 

a monthly Bible study, but also a good mix of faith-in-life articles, theological reflections, de-

votions and stories that will speak to the hearts and souls of Christian women.  These articles 

will form the basis for our discussions. 
 

If you think this study is something you may like to attend, feel free to take a copy 

of the October issue of this magazine and enjoy the good articles in it.  Just remem-

ber to bring it with you when you come to our study on September 15. 
 

Please stop by the church office and give Barb your e-mail address if you’d like to have a re-

minder sent to you a few days before we meet.  Hope to see you at the study! 

CONFIRMATION DAY – OCTOBER 30 
 

On Sunday, October 30, at the 8:30 a.m. worship service, four of our young people will make 

public affirmation of their faith.  Congratulations to the following students: 
  

Elizabeth Martinez   Isabelle Myers 

         (daughter of Fred & Cathie)                     (daughter of Cris & Katherine) 

                     Ashlynn Swartout                                   Olivia Warneke 

         (daughter of Christopher & Christy)                (daughter of Matt & Bobbie) 

Thrivent Presents at Cross and Crown Church 

Your Journey: Retirement, Taxes, and Generosity 
Tuesday, September 27th—10:00 a.m. 

 

Topics Include: Preparing for, transitioning into and arriving at retirement 

    Developing a strategy to help make the right decisions to achieve 

    your goals and control taxes 

    Living your goals 
 

Call Rachel (708-326-4750). email rachel.thomas@thrivent.com, or visit  

Thrivent.com/findaworkshop to reserve a place for yourself and a guest 
 

Refreshments will be served.  No products will be sold at this event 



Thank you!  What a wonderful celebration you gave me 

on Sunday, August 28 as I was preparing to conclude my 

ministry at Cross & Crown Lutheran Church.  From the 

lovely reception, the large card signed by so many of you, 

the beautiful bracelet, the gorgeous flowers, and all the 

thoughtful cards & gifts that were given me, thank you so 

much!  It was all greatly appreciated.  I will cherish my 

many fond memories of my time in this congregation.  

You have been an amazing group of people to work with.  

 

As many of you know, our Northern Illinois Synod elected a new bishop this summer, Pastor 

Jeffrey Clements.  The Synod Council recently issued me a term call to serve on his staff as 

an Assistant to the Bishop.  My primary responsibilities will be to have oversight for the call 

process and to relate to the Central & South Conference congregations of our synod.  The syn-

od office is located in downtown Rockford so that’s the direction my car will be heading these 

days.  I hope when I am out and about around the synod that our paths may cross again 

someday.  However, until then, may God we with you all … until we meet again.   
         

Pastor Marilyn Hanson   
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Thank you so much for your generous gift of items do-

nated from Cross and Crown Church. Your donation is 

important to us and will help us fulfill the mission "to 

improve our environment through education, public 

awareness and community involvement." 
 

Over 49,000 area residents participated in the recycling, 

litter prevention and hazardous materials collection program organized by Keep Northern 

Illinois Beautiful. This made neighborhoods stronger, business areas more vibrant and the 

community cleaner, greener and safer.  Your generosity and continued support does make a 

difference in improving our environment. Again thank you for your continued support and 

remember- every day is earth day! 
 

Everything you donated is greatly appreciated- especially the paper towels, crayon molds, 

napkins, fan, markers, duct tape, sanitizer, binder clips, paper, clipboard, scotch tape and  

Kleenex. 
 

On November 12th Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful is holding a fundraiser for KNIB at 

Forest Hills Country Club. Cindy and Greg Loken are table captains, please let them know 

if you can attend to financially support KNIB programs.  

If you mail your offering envelope to the church…...please cross off the 

Post Office Box number and replace it with “7404 Elevator Road, Ros-

coe, IL  61073.”  We have closed the Post Office Box and the forwarding 

order will expire soon. 
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If you are unable to serve on your assigned day, please find a replacement and  call the church office by Thursday for  

bulletin changes (623-6853). 

Serving the Lord—October, 2016 

 October 2 

8:30 a.m. 

October 2 

11:00 a.m. 

October 9 

8:30 a.m. 

October 9  

11:00 a.m. 

October 16 

8:30 a.m. 

Greeter Pam & Ralph 

Prescott 

Sandy Nugent Cindy & Dean 

Snowdon 

Cheryl Metcalf Barb & Dan Larson 

Ushers Cindy & Gary 

Powalish 

 Sally & Bill  

Clemens 

Jim Lacy Diane Peters 

Kristine Frank 

Acolyte/Cup 

Collector 

     

Assisting  

Minister 

Ralph Prescott  Ellen Colletta  Loren Sass 

Message for  

Children 

Puppets Puppets Dean Snowdon Dean Snowdon Warren Jacobs 

Lector Julie Lewis Cassie Hartje Cindy Snowdon Cheryl Metcalf Joe Colletta 

Communion  

Setup 

Lisa Albert 

Michele Lally 

    

Communion 

Bread 

Michele Lally Vicki Davis Vicki Sims Jennifer Ezop Hilde Magnuson 

Communion 

Assistants 

Eileen & John 

Herring 

Sandy & Dave 

Nugent 

Mary Walters 

Jan Ethington 

Vicki Davis 

Christy Swartout 

Terri & Steve 

Schubert 

Nursery      

Coffee Host and 

Clean up 

Building & 

Grounds 

    

PowerPoint  

Operator 

Ralph Prescott  Diane Peters  Barb Larson 

Bread  

Delivery 

Vicki Sims  Sheila Carey  Ann Chamberlain 

Offering 

Caretaker 

Doug Nichols Dave Nugent Dean Snowdon Mike Metcalf Bill Frank 

Indoor Plant  Care Michele Lally     

Recycling Sue & Dave 

Chaney 

    

Snow Shoveling      



PAGE 5 CROSS & CROWNICLE  VOLUME XXXV ISSUE 9  

If you are unable to serve on your assigned day, please find a replacement and  call the church office by Thursday for  

bulletin changes (623-6853). 

 October 16 

11:00 a.m. 

October 23 

8:30 a.m. 

October 23 

11:00 a.m. 

October 30 

8:30 a.m. 

October 30 

11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Christy Swartout Sally & Bill 

Clemens 

Debbi Paus Sue & Dave 

Chaney 

Dave Nugent 

Ushers Mike Metcalf 

Tyler Bauer 

Eileen & John 

Herring 

 Ann & Joe 

Chamberlain 

Jim Lacy 

Acolyte/Cup 

Collector 

     

Assisting Minister  Russ Albert  Ralph Prescott  

Message for  

Children 

Warren Jacobs Jan Ethington Jan Ethington Ellen Colletta Ellen Colletta 

Lector Mike Metcalf Bill Frank  Loren Sass Jay Kabitzke 

Communion  

Setup 

Lisa Albert 

Michele Lally 

    

Communion 

Bread 

Christy Swartout Violet Bane  Penni Korte Cindy Snowdon 

Communion 

Assistants 

Louise Glon 

Jim Lacy 

Cindy & Dean 

Snowdon 

Cheryl & Mike 

Metcalf 

Barb & Dan 

Larson 

Sandy & Dave 

Nugent 

Nursery      

Coffee Host  and 

Clean up 

Building & 

Grounds 

    

PowerPoint  

Operator 

 Diane Peters  Barb Laarson  

Bread  

Delivery 

 Penni Korte  Debbi Paus  

Offering 

Caretaker 

Steve Shoudy Howard 

Van Valzah 

Mike Metcalf Gary Powalish Dave Nugent 

Indoor Plant  Care Michele Lally     

Recycling Sue & Dave 

Chaney 

    

Snow Shoveling      

Serving the Lord—October, 2016 
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Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

Lutheran World Relief Drawstring  

Backpack School Kits 
 

By the time you receive the newsletter, Cross and Crown Church adults and youth will have filled 

125  drawstring bags that were sewn by church members. School supplies bought by church members 

filled each bag. A Thrivent grant allowed us to purchase school supplies for some of the 125 bags. The 

hope and plan is with specific labeling we will be able to track where the bags are sent.   Thanks for 

all your donations of fabric, cording, school supplies and the time to sew and pack the bags. . This 

service project was started in January through Social Concerns 

Committee and the quilters. It fit well with the focus for our 

God's Work Our Hands involving youth and adults to complete 

the project. Social Concern Committee with your support 

will  repeat this project in 2017. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE  
 

In October, we will begin collecting items for Mosaic, which is an organization that serves persons 

with intellectual disabilities.  Mosaic is opening a Day Center in Rockford and has suggested the fol-

lowing items: 
  

Board games 

Seasonal craft supplies for Halloween, Christmas, etc. 

DVD Movies – PG or PG13 ratings 

Any instructional or educational items appropriate for a 12-13 year old   

Old magazines 

Sports equipment – soccer balls, volleyballs, footballs, basketballs, etc. 

Any items you can provide will be greatly appreciated.  Please place your items in the 

church barrels in the Narthex.   

Alexis Warneke 10/1 

Andrew Jensen 10/3 

Russ Albert 10/5 

Makena Hermann 10/5 

Linda Korth 10/6 

Leah Wicklund 10/8 

Fred Armstrong 10/10 

David Cevene 10/10 

Jim Lally 10/10 

Brynn Jacobi 10/19 

Gary Powalish 10/21 

Deborah Dunnavan 10/23 

Barbara Larson 10/25 

Carlee Bane 10/29 

Caroline Benzel 10/29 

Isabelle Myers 10/30 

George Bane 10/31 

Judy Larson 10/12 

Terri Schubert 10/12 

Joe Colletta 10/13 

Courtney Paus 10/13 

Sue Chaney 10/14 

Ryan Kotalik 10/16 

Sharon Olson 10/16 

Larry Bauer 10/18 

Cole Brandt 10/19 

John & Karen Radtke 10/12 

Matt & Bobbie Warneke 10/13 

Ralph & Pam Prescott 10/15 

Kevin & Julie Lewis 10/17 

Steve & Terri Schubert 10/17 

Michael & Kathy Lichte 10/18 

Chris & Diane Peters 10/26 
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Shari ng God’s  Love  and Promise  of  

Salvation  Thr ough C hris t  

Sunday Schedule -- Rally Day through May 22 

  Sundays:  8:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

       9:30 a.m.  Community Time 

       9:45 a.m.  Education Hour 

     10:00 a.m.  Adult Enrichment 

     11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship   

             

Summer Worship Schedule: 

   Sundays: 8:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

  9:30 a.m.  Community Time 

             10:00 a.m.  Contemporary  

                                             Worship Address Service Requested 

Cross and Crown Staff 
 

Megan Vaughan, Pastor 

Mitchell Olson, Director of Music 

Warren Jacobs, Dir. of Youth and Family Ministries 

Matt Guschl, Hand Bell Director 

Deb Dunnavan, Organist 

FAITH JOURNEYS—WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 
The theme for this year’s Cross and Crown Women's  retreat  is 

“Faith Journeys.”  We have an exciting new venue this year—

the Stronghold Retreat Center in Oregon, IL. 

 

Come, join us for this day-long retreat on Saturday, October 

15!  We will meet at the church to caravan and car pool at 7:45 

a.m.  We will return to the church by 5:00 p.m.  The cost is $30, 

which includes a light breakfast, lunch, breaks, and materials. 

 

Please bring a spiral notebook or paper for journaling, and warm comfortable clothes for 

walking outside.  Please talk to Karen Radtke (815-985-7283), Jan Ethington (815-389-

4050), or Barb in the church office to register.  All are welcome. 

 

 
Jennifer Ezop, Preschool Director 

Cindi Irons, Newsletter Editor and Counter 

Leanne & Jerry Upward, Counters 

Judy & Bob Larson, Counters 

Cassie Hartje, Webmaster 


